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4l Zedong used the slogan “women
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Mao Zedorig Era: W%IE?I;} Hold

Up Half the

In 1957, the eighth year after the
founding of the People’s
& Recpublic of China, the
| countery promoted Secial-
¥ ist construction and the
" full liberation of women,
entering a “Great Leap
Forward for Women.” Mao

hold up half the sky” to encourage
women to work and produce

., alongside men in building so-

jiae cialism. The phrase meant that

women had great potential and
could do whatever men could.
In some regions, slogans even
appeared such as “One person must
do the work of two, and women must
surpass men.”
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China | And then there were none

China’s problem with female
representation is getting worse

Why there are no women on the Politburo

aaaaaaa

However, After198os,
as China has developed,
omen’s social status has instead become increasi

NG

Throughout the history of the Chinese Communist Party, only eight women have made it into
the Politburo — and not a single woman has ever reached the Politburo Standing Committee,
the party’s top decision-making body
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. How is'it that in a nation that so loudly celebrates women,
Mgt = o LR the feminist movement has no
but instead been ste:
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THE PARADOX OF WOMEN’S LIBERATION IN CHINA

.

WOMEN HOLD UP HALF THE SKY’ WAS LESS A FEMINIST IDEAL AND MORE A POLITICAL CALL FOR WOMEN TO SERVE THE NEEDS OF THE STATE.
.
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