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Theoretical Prelude

where the project begin
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The past has settled into clarity—like fossils, fixed and 
observable from many angles. 

The present, however, is a mist: fluid, shifting, and difficult to 
grasp. 

Though we live within it, our closeness obscures its 
structure; what surrounds us most completely is often 

what we see least clearly.

Reading the Present
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Those who live within an environment 
should understand it best— 

yet proximity breeds invisibility. 
When we are part of what we observe, 

our perceptions blur; 
the everyday becomes too familiar to 

be seen.

The present is not yet history—it is still 
forming. 

Its structures shift before we can 
define them; 

by the time we name a pattern, it has 
already changed. 

To study the present is to trace a 
moving outline.

Distance of Closeness

Difficulties in Observing the Present

Still in Formation
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When a system holds perfect balance, 
its inner logic remains hidden. 

Only when tension appears—when one 
force loosens or breaks— 

does the concealed structure emerge 
into view. 

To understand the whole, we must 
disturb it slightly.

Tension Structure — Revealing Through Imbalance
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Every culture sustains itself through contradiction. 
Instead of seeking harmony, we read meaning through opposing forces — 

efficiency and humanity, order and freedom, collective and individual. 
When this balance is disturbed, the hidden logic of culture appears.

Tension as a Method
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According to anthropologist Marc 
Augé, a Place carries memory, relation, 

and identity — it is where people 
connect, remember, and belong. 

Airplane jet bridge the Church of Light

By contrast, a Non-Place lacks these 
dimensions: it serves only function 

and transit, without attachment or 
meaning. 

Rituals that carry culture, memory, and relationships can instantly transform a 
space into a place.

place and non-place
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Cultural Emergence after Function Loss
the transformation of non-place

When a Non-Place loses its function, 
it does not simply become an empty shell — 

its cultural layer, once hidden by efficiency and purpose, begins to appear. 
 reveal memories and meanings that were always there, but unseen. 

The loss of purpose allows the space to recover its cultural identity.
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The Underground is more than infrastructure. 
It is a space where the rhythm of the city becomes visible — 

a vast mechanism built for efficiency, 
yet filled with the traces of collective repetition. 

Every morning and evening, millions follow the same path: 
enter, descend, wait, ride, and rise again. 

This repetition, though mechanical, forms the pulse of the city.

The Medium — The Underground
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This project is made for people 
of a post-commuting era — 

those who no longer need to 
travel for work. 

They may live in a world of remote 
connection and automation, 

where commuting has 
disappeared. 

Yet they return to the 
Underground 

to take part in a ritual of 
remembrance, 

to recall the rhythm of the city 
and the shared experience of 

moving together.

Project Context
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This project is made for people 
of a post-commuting era — 

those who no longer need to 
travel for work. 

They may live in a world of remote 
connection and automation, 

where commuting has 
disappeared. 
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Underground 

to take part in a ritual of 
remembrance, 
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moving together.

Visual Tone
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The first transformation occurs 
at the scale of the body. 

In daily life, waking up and eating 
breakfast mark the beginning of 

the day — 
the body shifts from rest to 

readiness, 
from inner time to shared time. 

Within the ritual, this act 
symbolizes entry into life itself: 
a return of rhythm, awareness, 

and participation in the world.
And this practical act marked 

the beginning of the ritual.

The second transformation 
concerns identity. 

As people descend into the 
Underground — 

a space where all stand at the 
same level — 

the distinctions of status, 
profession, and class dissolve. 
Gathering in one shared depth, 

participants become equal within 
the ritual, 

their individuality absorbed into 
collective rhythm.

Just as everyone passing through 
a turnstile is a passenger.

Transformation of identity and status
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The project will consist of two parts: 

a ritual called 

"pulse from the 
underground" 

and the space where the ritual will be held,

"the Transit Sanctuary"
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