
Suzhou Park
Geographical Location: 
Central Gusu District (downtown area of the old 
city, a gathering place for local residents)
Area Positioning: 
Public park for fitness and leisure
Target Group: Elderly people and children

Humble Administrator's 
Garden
Geographical Location: Gusu District
Area Positioning: World Cultural Heritage - Scenic Spot
Target Group: Tourists

Suzhou Center (& 
Oriental Gate)
Geographical Location: Industrial Park
Area Positioning: Business core area-shopping 
mall& office skyscraper
Target Group: 
People with certain spending power

Shiquan Street
Geographical Location: Southeast part of the old 
city in Gusu District
Area Positioning: Urban-renewed cultural and 
commercial street
Target Group: Young people

Figure 22-39: Photos of 4 areas, took in April, 2025.

Practice-based Research



Listening&recording speakers' stories



Following my initial fieldwork, I contacted the group of pupils 
I had encountered. After discussions with their teachers and 
parents, I was unable to secure permission to enter the school 
or their homes. However, they facilitated a one-hour workshop 
for me outdoors after school on Friday.

The workshop theme was ‘What does data visualisation 
mean to you?’ I gathered feedback from two groups: ten-
year-olds and five-year-olds.

The 10-year-olds, having recently studied charts in their 
mathematics lessons, possessed a foundational understanding 
of chart elements, drawing methods, and conventions, which 
they recalled quite clearly. They brought their maths textbooks 
and showed me the relevant content. The 5-year-olds, however, 
had not yet undergone systematic learning and were exposed 
only to simplified mathematics through children's picture books. 
 
However, I preferred them to create visualisations on the spot, 
so we embarked on a collaborative creation process. Upon 
completion of the works (detailed in the research method 
section), I observed that the 10-year-olds' interpretations of 
data visualisation were remarkably consistent, predominantly 
featuring abstract charts (including tables, bar charts, 
pie charts, line graphs, etc.). In contrast, the 5-year-olds 
predominantly depicted concrete objects (using physical items 
to represent quantities).

Following this, I invited them to join me in a brainstorming 
session to explore potential output formats. Together 
we produced a word cloud (see research methods for 
details), and afterwards one child sent me a collage. 
I was extremely grateful to her and ultimately drew 
inspiration from her work.

Liitle Workshop with different 
age groups of children

Figure 47: A child's drawing of the recommended output format

Figure 46: The group of 10-year-old children participating in the 
workshop, with consent from both the children themselves and their 
guardians, appeared on camera.



Little Workshop with children based on The 
Double Diamond in August, 2025

Figure 17-19: During the summer holidays, I encountered several 
children at the children's activity room in Suzhou, and we held a brief 
brainstorming.

CHILDREN'S FAVOURITE DATA VISUALISATION FORM

5
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Talking with the speakers

Proportion of Non-Local Population: 
The convenience of using a common language 
(Mandarin) has replaced the use of dialects.

Identity Identification: 
Some individuals feel ashamed to speak dialects, 
fearing mockery from other children or being hurt 
by internet memes.
Association with Negative Emotions-Negative 

Psychological Cues: 
Adults tend to use dialects when they are angry 
or criticizing children. As a result, children form a 
conditioned reflex that "adults are angry when they 
speak dialects".

Lack of Understanding of Meanings: 
A non-local child learned a dialect nursery rhyme at 
school and confidently demonstrated it to me, but 
did not understand its meaning.
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Activity Time and Frequency

The results of the study showed that the students 
who participated in the topolect activities at a 
concentrated time spent nearly 90% less time on 
campus than those who participated in the activities 
at a fixed time.

The existing dialectal patterns reveal that students 
newly enrolled in the institution demonstrate a higher 
command of their topolect than those who have 
been enrolled longer. Many students report that their 
topolect proficiency has declined due to the 
linguistic environment within the campus and 
insufficient time for communication with families.
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Environmental investigation 
and analysis

TOPOLECT FLOWER PLANTING GUIDE  

Consistent with the reported ‘moderate 
effectiveness of educational activities’(average 
score: 2.4/5), petal development in individuals aged 
3-12 years was severely impaired due to insufficient 
concentrations of tobolect in the environment.

This is the most common clue left by the surrounding 
crowd regarding the cause of nutritional deficiency in 
the Wu topolect flower: 

There is no encouragement for using Suzhou dialect 
in daily family conversations.

Speaking Mandarin has replaced the use of 
Suzhou dialect.

The learning channels for Suzhou dialect are
 overly limited.

There is a shortage of audio materials on Suzhou 
dialect in community libraries.

Teaching resources for Suzhou dialect's 
pronunciation and vocabulary are scarce.

Elements of Suzhou dialect are rarely seen in literary 
and artistic creations.

The growth of topolect flowers is intrinsically linked 
to the local linguistic environment. Despite 
governmental support for its development, the 
current Wu topolect environment in Suzhou has seen 
less than ideal implementation of topolect 
teaching initiatives.

Many nursery school teachers have indicated that 
activities do not require assessment of learning 
outcomes, and pupils' enthusiasm remains low. This 
poses challenges to the development of Topolect's 
educational programme.

Factors Influencing Frequency of Usage Topolect Education Media Preference
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Survey on Wu Topolect (Suzhou) usage and 
educational preferences

3-12
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43-52 53-62

63-72

73-82

83+

The Current State of the 
Language Environment 
in Suzhou

Newspaper: Topolect Weekly

Invitation Letter&Ticket

Survey: Flower Planting Guide

Detailed Treasure Map

Larning: APP&Sound Recording

Pop-up book: Adventure Guide
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Activity Time and Frequency

The results of the study showed that the students 
who participated in the topolect activities at a 
concentrated time spent nearly 90% less time on 
campus than those who participated in the activities 
at a fixed time.

The existing dialectal patterns reveal that students 
newly enrolled in the institution demonstrate a higher 
command of their topolect than those who have 
been enrolled longer. Many students report that their 
topolect proficiency has declined due to the 
linguistic environment within the campus and 
insufficient time for communication with families.
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Activity Time and Frequency

The results of the study showed that the students 
who participated in the topolect activities at a 
concentrated time spent nearly 90% less time on 
campus than those who participated in the activities 
at a fixed time.

The existing dialectal patterns reveal that students 
newly enrolled in the institution demonstrate a higher 
command of their topolect than those who have 
been enrolled longer. Many students report that their 
topolect proficiency has declined due to the 
linguistic environment within the campus and 
insufficient time for communication with families.
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According to the questionnaire, children aged 3-12 
primarily use dialect at home (75%) and school (62%), 
with the prevalence of Mandarin being the main 
reason for their reluctance to use Suzhou dialect 
(74%). 

The duration and frequency of dialect education vary 
considerably across Suzhou's schools. Data indicates 
that classes scheduling dialect activities periodically 
spend significantly more time using Mandarin than 
those concentrating dialect education into intensive 
periods each term. Children in weekly dialect classes 
receive approximately ten times more dialect training 
than those in intensive sessions. Most respondents 
rated the effectiveness of current school dialect 
programmes as poor (average score: 2.13/5).

Proficiency in Suzhou Dialect

All ages Children 
aged 3-6

Children 
aged 7-12

Through a floral visualisation, the linguistic proficiency of respondents across different 
age groups in the questionnaire is illustrated. Across all age brackets, younger speakers 
demonstrate a lower command of Suzhou dialect. Notably, kindergarten pupils (aged 3–6) 
exhibit greater linguistic proficiency than primary school pupils (aged 7–12), with the former 
displaying a more pronounced proficiency gap.



Environmental investigation 
and analysis

TOPOLECT FLOWER PLANTING GUIDE  

Consistent with the reported ‘moderate 
effectiveness of educational activities’(average 
score: 2.4/5), petal development in individuals aged 
3-12 years was severely impaired due to insufficient 
concentrations of tobolect in the environment.

This is the most common clue left by the surrounding 
crowd regarding the cause of nutritional deficiency in 
the Wu topolect flower: 

There is no encouragement for using Suzhou dialect 
in daily family conversations.

Speaking Mandarin has replaced the use of 
Suzhou dialect.

The learning channels for Suzhou dialect are
 overly limited.

There is a shortage of audio materials on Suzhou 
dialect in community libraries.

Teaching resources for Suzhou dialect's 
pronunciation and vocabulary are scarce.

Elements of Suzhou dialect are rarely seen in literary 
and artistic creations.

The growth of topolect flowers is intrinsically linked 
to the local linguistic environment. Despite 
governmental support for its development, the 
current Wu topolect environment in Suzhou has seen 
less than ideal implementation of topolect 
teaching initiatives.

Many nursery school teachers have indicated that 
activities do not require assessment of learning 
outcomes, and pupils' enthusiasm remains low. This 
poses challenges to the development of Topolect's 
educational programme.
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The Current State of the 
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in Suzhou
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Invitation Letter&Ticket
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Detailed Treasure Map

Larning: APP&Sound Recording

Pop-up book: Adventure Guide
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Activity Time and Frequency

The results of the study showed that the students 
who participated in the topolect activities at a 
concentrated time spent nearly 90% less time on 
campus than those who participated in the activities 
at a fixed time.

The existing dialectal patterns reveal that students 
newly enrolled in the institution demonstrate a higher 
command of their topolect than those who have 
been enrolled longer. Many students report that their 
topolect proficiency has declined due to the 
linguistic environment within the campus and 
insufficient time for communication with families.
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Activity Time and Frequency

The results of the study showed that the students 
who participated in the topolect activities at a 
concentrated time spent nearly 90% less time on 
campus than those who participated in the activities 
at a fixed time.

The existing dialectal patterns reveal that students 
newly enrolled in the institution demonstrate a higher 
command of their topolect than those who have 
been enrolled longer. Many students report that their 
topolect proficiency has declined due to the 
linguistic environment within the campus and 
insufficient time for communication with families.
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Environmental investigation 
and analysis

TOPOLECT FLOWER PLANTING GUIDE  

Consistent with the reported ‘moderate 
effectiveness of educational activities’(average 
score: 2.4/5), petal development in individuals aged 
3-12 years was severely impaired due to insufficient 
concentrations of tobolect in the environment.

This is the most common clue left by the surrounding 
crowd regarding the cause of nutritional deficiency in 
the Wu topolect flower: 

There is no encouragement for using Suzhou dialect 
in daily family conversations.

Speaking Mandarin has replaced the use of 
Suzhou dialect.

The learning channels for Suzhou dialect are
 overly limited.

There is a shortage of audio materials on Suzhou 
dialect in community libraries.

Teaching resources for Suzhou dialect's 
pronunciation and vocabulary are scarce.

Elements of Suzhou dialect are rarely seen in literary 
and artistic creations.

The growth of topolect flowers is intrinsically linked 
to the local linguistic environment. Despite 
governmental support for its development, the 
current Wu topolect environment in Suzhou has seen 
less than ideal implementation of topolect 
teaching initiatives.

Many nursery school teachers have indicated that 
activities do not require assessment of learning 
outcomes, and pupils' enthusiasm remains low. This 
poses challenges to the development of Topolect's 
educational programme.

Factors Influencing Frequency of Usage Topolect Education Media Preference
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Environmental investigation 
and analysis

TOPOLECT FLOWER PLANTING GUIDE  

Consistent with the reported ‘moderate 
effectiveness of educational activities’(average 
score: 2.4/5), petal development in individuals aged 
3-12 years was severely impaired due to insufficient 
concentrations of tobolect in the environment.

This is the most common clue left by the surrounding 
crowd regarding the cause of nutritional deficiency in 
the Wu topolect flower: 

There is no encouragement for using Suzhou dialect 
in daily family conversations.

Speaking Mandarin has replaced the use of 
Suzhou dialect.

The learning channels for Suzhou dialect are
 overly limited.

There is a shortage of audio materials on Suzhou 
dialect in community libraries.

Teaching resources for Suzhou dialect's 
pronunciation and vocabulary are scarce.

Elements of Suzhou dialect are rarely seen in literary 
and artistic creations.

The growth of topolect flowers is intrinsically linked 
to the local linguistic environment. Despite 
governmental support for its development, the 
current Wu topolect environment in Suzhou has seen 
less than ideal implementation of topolect 
teaching initiatives.

Many nursery school teachers have indicated that 
activities do not require assessment of learning 
outcomes, and pupils' enthusiasm remains low. This 
poses challenges to the development of Topolect's 
educational programme.
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Environmental investigation 
and analysis

TOPOLECT FLOWER PLANTING GUIDE  

Consistent with the reported ‘moderate 
effectiveness of educational activities’(average 
score: 2.4/5), petal development in individuals aged 
3-12 years was severely impaired due to insufficient 
concentrations of tobolect in the environment.

This is the most common clue left by the surrounding 
crowd regarding the cause of nutritional deficiency in 
the Wu topolect flower: 

There is no encouragement for using Suzhou dialect 
in daily family conversations.

Speaking Mandarin has replaced the use of 
Suzhou dialect.

The learning channels for Suzhou dialect are
 overly limited.

There is a shortage of audio materials on Suzhou 
dialect in community libraries.

Teaching resources for Suzhou dialect's 
pronunciation and vocabulary are scarce.

Elements of Suzhou dialect are rarely seen in literary 
and artistic creations.

The growth of topolect flowers is intrinsically linked 
to the local linguistic environment. Despite 
governmental support for its development, the 
current Wu topolect environment in Suzhou has seen 
less than ideal implementation of topolect 
teaching initiatives.

Many nursery school teachers have indicated that 
activities do not require assessment of learning 
outcomes, and pupils' enthusiasm remains low. This 
poses challenges to the development of Topolect's 
educational programme.
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and analysis

TOPOLECT FLOWER PLANTING GUIDE  

Consistent with the reported ‘moderate 
effectiveness of educational activities’(average 
score: 2.4/5), petal development in individuals aged 
3-12 years was severely impaired due to insufficient 
concentrations of tobolect in the environment.

This is the most common clue left by the surrounding 
crowd regarding the cause of nutritional deficiency in 
the Wu topolect flower: 

There is no encouragement for using Suzhou dialect 
in daily family conversations.

Speaking Mandarin has replaced the use of 
Suzhou dialect.

The learning channels for Suzhou dialect are
 overly limited.

There is a shortage of audio materials on Suzhou 
dialect in community libraries.

Teaching resources for Suzhou dialect's 
pronunciation and vocabulary are scarce.

Elements of Suzhou dialect are rarely seen in literary 
and artistic creations.

The growth of topolect flowers is intrinsically linked 
to the local linguistic environment. Despite 
governmental support for its development, the 
current Wu topolect environment in Suzhou has seen 
less than ideal implementation of topolect 
teaching initiatives.

Many nursery school teachers have indicated that 
activities do not require assessment of learning 
outcomes, and pupils' enthusiasm remains low. This 
poses challenges to the development of Topolect's 
educational programme.
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Pop-up books are organised into 
distinct chapters across four zones, with 
narrative-driven illustrations collaged onto 
cardstock. After trimming, the pages are 
folded into four distinct configurations 
as illustrated on the right, incorporating 
twistable text mechanisms to maximise 
the book's interactivity and appeal.

On the first page of each chapter, a 
designated area is provided for readers 
to affix their own photographs or make 
written notes, thereby crafting their own 
personal data story.

Pop-up book production
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