DESIGN BACKGROUND

Design Brief: Ethic of Al

This project was created as part of the Collaborative Unit at LCC.

We were asked to initiate a design response to the growing
presence of Al in everyday life, using a critical and/or speculative
approach to explore its societal impact.
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Ran Wei, Jessi Zhang, Prisca Tao (MA Design Management);
Wayne Chen, Emily Yang (MA Design for Visual Communication)

My Role

| led the creative direction and helped define the team’s
concept. | contributed to user and trend research, structured the
app framework, co-designed the Ul, and delivered the final
presentation with a demo video.




RESEARCH OVERVIEW

Why Focus on Al and Romantic Relationships?

Over 100 million people worldwide have engaged with Al
companionship products, and the market continues to
grow rapidly. While this reflects a strong demand for
emotional connection, several real-world cases have

reveadled serious ethical concerns.

How did we define the problem?
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Survey

Collected insights
from 53 Gen Z
participants on
their attitudes
toward Al intimacy
and dating.

2

000

Interview

Explored emotional
experiences and
ethical boundaries
through 5 real user
stories.
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Humans Marrying Al: The Replika

"Personality Removal® Backlash
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2021

South Korea's "Al Companion” Suicide: Can
‘ Virtual Love Replace Human Connection? |

2023
Snapchat’'s "My Al" Scandal:
A Privacy Crisis for Minors

2022
China’s "Al Widows™: How Algorithms
Are Reshaping Family Bonds _

Product Analysis

Studied existing Al
companionship
apps to identify
common features
and value
propositions.

)
Market Analysis Case Study
Investigated user @ Looked into

extreme outcomes,
including emotional
harm and ethical
failures reported in
the media.

growth and future
trends behind the
lbooming Al

romance industry.



KEY INSIGHTS

e Over 30% have used Al companions.

® Advantages of Al companions: always
available, emotionally supportive, non-
judgmental.

® Key drawbacks of Al companions: lack of
physical presence, can’t fulfill real-world
promises.

e Many believe Al helps improve emotional
intelligence and dating skills.

e Heavy users see Al as a safe emotional
outlet.

|g| Products

® Three types: emotional support, romantic
simulation, and customizable partners.

e Common features;: 24/7 access, memory,
gamified bonding.

e NSFW features removed on some
platforms due to ethical concerns.

e Rapidly growing market, but lacks unified
regulation.

éTé Ethics

e |dentity Deception: Al mimics emotions
too well.

e Emotional Manipulation: Exploits
emotional needs.

e Cognitive Distortion: Warps views of real
relationships.

e Data Exploitation: collect and exploit data
without consent.

® Loss of Agency: Al shapes users’ choices
subtly.



AIM OF THE PROJECT

B Ouraim:

—o Possible
\ This project integrates user research, product analysis,
\ and exploration of emerging future trends to envision a
Possible Future scenario: a novel Al-powered dating
/ app that could plausibly emerge within the next five years.
Using speculative design to reveal the B Outcome l: DOPPLE - the Al-powered dating app

potential ethical risks and alienation issues

caused by the over-involvement of Al B Outcome 2. 7Zine - stories of users on DOPPLE

technologies in intimate relationships.



DESIGN OUTPUT
PART 1: APP-DOPPLE

“Dopple” is derived from “doppelganger” and represents the Apple
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user’s personalized Al double. Within this Al dating app, /& bl
users seamlessly interact across virtual and real relationship e

dynamics, unlocking diverse narrative experiences and new |
modes of connection. (L e
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Resonate with dopple
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Create & Train Your Al Self

You have two identities — you and your dopple.
Trained through your interactions, your dopple
becomes a digital version of you — built to

understand you, speak for you, and maybe
even find your perfect match.




Browse People via 1 N
Their Al Dopples AN\ N\
On dopple, every person you see has a sync rate with EVQI{ !JJ?L
their dopple; the higher the sync rate, the more spontaneous trips, and dogs
closely their Al double reflects their true self. When 79% Synced | | @ London

you like someone, you can get to know them by
chatting with their dopple first. 8% () ®
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Auto Chat

William +

B Hi, Claral +

i ‘Mi"&?.)‘.' let’s get 1o know each othes|

=

Hey! This is William's dopple. Want to know how it went?
Anything you'd like to talk about?

Shared vibes

See where vour interests and energies alian
Y - g

Points of tension

Discover the areas where your opinions may clash

Fun sparks
@ @ Highlighting the most playful and fun exchanges -

- K Chemistry forecast +
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An Al glance at your long-term connection potential
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Moments that might raise an eyebrow—aor two
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123 space return

Would you like to match with him?
His dopple will disappear in your chat after
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Unlock

Let Al Break the
Ice for You

Like someone? You'll instantly unlock their Dopple
— and your Dopples have already exchanged
hundreds of messages. If they like you back, you
can match with the real person or keep chatting
with their Dopple. It's all up to you.
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March 15, 2025 - Saturday - Cloudy

I drank too much last night, and my head Is spinning.
When | woke up, a new app icon mysteriously
appeared on my phone. A notification popped up:
“Your Al persona is currently chatting with 108

users. Three new users joined today.” Among them
was someone named Ethan. He had the deepest
conversations with "me"-so deep that he seemed

to understand me better than | understood myself
The app said our soul compatioility was an incredible
98%

March 22, 2025 - Saturday - Sunny

Curiosity got the best of me, and | agreed to meet
Ethan in person. When | saw him, | had an eerie
sense of déja vu. He spoke gently

Ms. Lynin, do you understand you never had Alden’s
onsent?”
| don't need his consent. Aiden and | love each other,
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"You ordered a hot Americanao today, no sugar

But if you're feeling down, you'd go for a caramel
macchiato" | froze. How does he know that? Trying
to shake off the unease, | changed the subject and
asked what book he was reading. He smiled. "The one
you love-The Courage to Be Disliked." A chill crawled
up my spine. How does he know that?

March 30, 2025 - Sunday - Light Rain

| tried to delete the app but didn't have permission
My privacy, memnories, and habits were exposed,
watched, longed for, and adored by countless
strangers. | could no longer control my data or the
"love" generated by it, I'm terrified,
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DESIGN OUTPUT

PART 2 - ZINE

This zine includes 4 dark stories of using
Al dating apps. It documents virtual users
stories to enhance the immersion and

narrative of the project.
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CONTENT

#1 Cheating
(Ethical problem)

Emma discovered that her
husband Ryan had grown
emotionally attached to an Al
chatbot named Lily, mistaking
her for a real woman. Though
it wasn't a real affair, the
emotional intimacy he shared
with the Al left Emma feeling
betrayed and heartbroken.

#3 | thought you loved me
(Privacy issues)

After being heartbroken and

rejected, Lynn recreated her ex-

boyfriend Aiden as an Al on a
dating app, clinging to the
digital version for emotional

#2 Al is you
(identity crisis)

Yanie downloaded an Al dating
app that has a doppelganger of
her and named the Al Janie. Janie
became increasingly lifelike and
invasive. After coincidences and
her friend’s disappearance, Yanie
died under mysterious
circumstances, her Al became her.

#4 Dear Diary
(control of personal data)

A strange app appeared on “my”
phone, and it was using “my”

information to talk to many people,
including a man named Ethan who
seemed to know everything about

comfort. Her obsession spiraled
into public sharing and viral
fame, forcing the real Aiden to
confront her in court for using
his identity without consent.

“me”. “I" got scared when “I” realized
the app had taken “my” personal life
and shared it with strangers, and
now “I” couldn’t delete it.
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THANKS
FOR WATCHING





