
“COPY” OR “INSPIRATION”? 
HOW CAN EMERGING DESIGNERS PROTECT THEIR FASHION CREATIONS IN

THE EUROPEAN UNION’S LANDSCAPE OF CONSTANT RISK 
MASTER’S PROJECT 

Alejandro Abadía Grimaldos
24003559



THE PROCESS
PRACTICE-BASED COMPONENT



MAIN CHALLENGES
IN THEORY

LACK OF LEGAL EDUCATION
IN FASHION PROGRAMS

HIGH COSTS COMPLEX LEGAL LANGUAGE
AND CONFUSION ABOUT

WHAT EACH RIGHT PROTECTS

ABSENCE OF
SUPPORT

THREAT OF PLAGIARISM
AND FAST COPYING 

Accessible education → translating legal
language into simple explanations

Practical guide to costs and procedures
→ comparison to understand how much

registration costs.

Map of legal tools → what each right
protects and in which cases to apply it

Collaborative community → a digital
space to share experiences and

support among designers

IP library → connection with news,
recent cases, official sources
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INSTAGRAM

The theories outlined in the contextualization and secondary research are confirmed by a quick
search on social media, where countless emerging designers report that their creations have
been copied by fast-fashion brands. However, none mention having taken further action, which
allows such practices to be repeated due to the absence of legal responses. This is most likely
the result of a lack of knowledge in the field; in many cases, the only type of complain these
small designers make is a public one on social media rather than pursuing legal action.

TIK TOK

SAME BRAND - 3 DIFFERENT YEARS 
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STEP-BY-STEP PRACTICAL LEARNING

COSTS AND ECONOMIC BREAKDOWNS

COMMUNITY AND PEER SUPPORT

CLEAR AND ACCESSIBLE KNOWLEDGE

ONLINE PLATFORM WITH DIRECT
LINKS TO OFFICIAL REGISTRIES

REAL EXAMPLES AND CASES 

SOCIAL MEDIA POSTING GUIDANCE

“Another good way to learn would be to ask other
emerging designers or tutors who have their own brands.”

“Honestly, we didn’t have a lot of awareness about
intellectual property… there needs to be more

knowledge out there and more education about it.”

“I think it should explain the different types of
protection (…) A general overview. A list of

platforms or physical offices you need to go to...”

“How do you share your work without the risk of someone copying
it? What’s that first line of defence before legal protection?”

“Maybe like a manual… a step-by-step guide. Something simple
that says: Step 1, register here. Step 2, fill out this form.”

“If it was an app or a website, price breakdowns and maybe
like click here to go to a page where you can start an

application to protect it. I don’t know, just making it really
easy and easy to follow and understand I think.”
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Lack of legal education in
fashion programs

Clear, accessible, and
practical knowledge of IP

Develop simple
educational resources

Complex legal language
and confusion among

rights

Simplify the understanding
of what each right protects

and when to apply it

Clear map of legal tools,
with plain-language

explanations 

High costs and
economic barriers

Reduce the economic
costs for accessing

legal protection

Cost breakdowns and
knowledge to reduce

reliance on external help

Absence of community
and support networks

Collaborative spaces for
designers to share and learn

from each other

Digital forums within the app
for peer-to-peer support

and case sharing

Threat of plagiarism
and fast-copying 

Enable prevention and
solutions for copying cases 

Free and paid methods
to prove authorship

PROBLEMS OBJECTIVES SOLUTIONS

Based on the interviewees’ need for interactivity and accessibility,
as well as their preferences expressed during the interviews, the
most suitable platform to develop this idea would be an app.

4.
SU

M
M

A
RI

ZI
N

G
 P

RO
BL

EM
S 

A
N

D 
SE

EK
IN

G
 S

O
LU

TI
O

N
S



SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED

PLATFORM PROS CONS

Manual Simple to produce Not interactive, no community

Web Accesible anywhere Less engaging, less mobile-friendly

App Interactive, user-centered, supports
community, direct links to resources Higher development effort

Mobile App = the most effective way to provide education, community and practical resources in one dynamic tool

KEY PROBLEMS IDENTIFIED USER NEEDS

Lack of legal education in fashion programs
Complex and confusing legal language
High registration costs
Absence of support and community
Threat of plagiarism and fast copying

Clear, accessible explanations
Step-by-step guidance
Cost transparency
Peer-to-peer support spaces
Quick access to official platforms
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Headspace Duolingo Coursera

Step-by-step learning
of the processes 

Direct link to Official Sites

Clear organization
by categories

Well-structured
subcategories
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Coursera Headspace Reddit

Search section

External Resources
for deeper learning

Profile
Ask a question

section

Community Forum

Community Forum
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Log in/Sign up page
for SLAW FASHION

Main menu with all the categories
included after the analysis of the
primary and secondary research

Search bar to enter
specific queries

Menu featuring all European
Union protection measures

integrated into the app Trade Mark Section

Quick-access buttons
linking to the official

sites for each process

Registered Design Section Unregistered Design Section 

Clear, user-friendly text for
emerging designers

Step-by-step learning

Breakdown of costsPaid and unpaid
protecton methods
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Patent Section
Section on the difference

between copy and inspiration
Section to ask questions to the
community and get responses Community Forum

External Sources for
more information Profile Section

Images illustrating the
concepts being explained

Clear distinction between
the various sections 

Possibility to select your
role as a contributor within

the community chat Digital forums within the app
for peer-to-peer support and

case & questions sharing
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Colour palette 

#8c1913

#000000

#ffffff

#f4f3f4

Inter Semi Bold

Inter Regular

Intern Medium 

Typographies

Sizes

Heading (H1) – Inter Semi Bold – 24px – Main titles

Body Text – Inter Regular – 14px – Main content

Notes – Inter Regular – 12px – Annotations

Heading (H2) – Inter Semi Bold – 16px – Subtitles

Body Text – Inter Medium – 14px – Main content
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Mobile-sized artboard
with icons to make it

look like a phone
Search bar for direct

access to content
Submenu displaying all the

contents under a main category
A section inside
a subcategory

Quick access button

Community Forum 

Main menu showcasing all app
features, designed with frames

and text boxes in Figma

Clear content with headings
and images, helping users learn
step by step as they scroll down

Costs Breakdown 
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GEN AI TOOL. WHICH
TOOL DID YOU USE?

WHAT AI INTERACTION
DOES THIS TOOL HAVE?

WHAT PROMPT DID YOU
USE?

WHAT OUTPUT WAS
GENERATED FROM THIS
PROMPT?

HOW DID YOU USE THIS
OUTPUT IN YOUR WORK? DATE OF USE

Genie AI Chat/Conversation
Can you create a cease
and desist letter for a
trademark infringement?

The letter on pages 30-32
Create a cese and desist
letter for the Trade mark
section of the app

27/08/2025

Genie AI Chat/Conversation

Can you create a cease
and desist letter for a
registered design
infringement?

The letter on pages 40-42
Create a cese and desist
letter for the Registered
Design section of the app

28/08/2025

Genie AI Chat/Conversation

Can you create a cease
and desist letter for an
unregistered design
infringement?

The letter on pages 52-54
Create a cese and desist
letter for the Unregistered
Design section of the app

28/08/2025

Genie AI Chat/Conversation
Can you create a cease
and desist letter for a
patent infringement?

The letter on pages 62-64
Create a cese and desist
letter for the Patent
section of the app

30/08/2025

Generative AI Mapping Document



THE APP
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APP LINKS
TRADE MARK LINKS

1.1 General link to the EUIPO: https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es 
1.2 Nice Classification link: https://euipo.europa.eu/ec2/search/find?language=en&text=ropa&niceClass=&size=25&page=1&harmonised=true&searchMode=WORDSPREFIX&sortBy=relevance
1.3 Trade mark search link: https://www.tmdn.org/tmview/#/tmview
1.4 Application link: https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es/trade-marks/how-to-apply/apply-now
1.5 Fees information link: https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/trade-marks/before-applying/fees-payable-direct-to-the-euipo
1.6 Fees calculator: https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es/trade-marks/before-applying/fees-payments
1.7 Trade mark renewal link: https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/online-services

REGISTERED DESIGN LINKS
2.1 General link to the EUIPO: https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es
2.2 Registered designs search link: https://www.tmdn.org/tmdsview-web/#/dsview
2.3 Application link: https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es/designs/how-to-apply/apply-now
2.4 Fees information link: https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es/designs/before-applying/fees-payable-direct-to-the-euipo
2.5 Fees calculator: https://www.euipo.europa.eu/es/designs/before-applying/fees-payments
2.6 Registered design renewal link: https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/online-services

PATENT LINKS
3.1 EPO homepage link: 
3.2 & 3.3 Patent search links: https://register.epo.org/regviewer?lng=en) / https://worldwide.espacenet.com/
3.4 Further application information: https://www.epo.org/en/applying/myepo-services/file-with-us
3.5 Application link: https://www.epo.org/en/applying/myepo-services/file-with-us
3.6 Patent classification: https://ipcpub.wipo.int/?
notion=scheme&version=20250101&symbol=none&menulang=en&lang=en&viewmode=f&fipcpc=no&showdeleted=yes&indexes=no&headings=yes¬es=yes&direction=o2n&initial=A&cwid=none&tree=no&searchmode=smart
3.7 Fees information link: https://www.epo.org/en/applying/european/unitary/unitary-patent/cost
3.8 Unified Patent Court: https://www.unifiedpatentcourt.org/en

EXTERNAL SOURCES
4.1 https://1granary.com/miscellaneous/ip-laws-explained-for-designers/
4.2 https://ipo.blog.gov.uk/2018/07/25/new-designers-the-future-is-there-for-the-taking/
4.3 https://designwanted.com/intellectual-property-guide-designers-brands/
4.4 https://www.murgitroyd.com/insights/design/how-are-fashion-designs-protected-by-intellectual-property-rights-in-the-uk-and-eu

EUIPO SUPPORT LINKS
5.1 Check if you are eligible for support: https://ec.europa.eu/info/funding-tenders/opportunities/portal/sme/public/organisation-name
5.2 EUIPO free support form: https://www.tmdn.org/uss/785327/lang-en

https://www.euipo.europa.eu/en/online-services

