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Mos!t gastropods (including conches) are hermaphroditic, but their
reproductive methods vary:

Simultaneous hermaphrodiles: Some species (e.qg., freshwaler
snails) possess bolh ovarles and lesles, capable of self-
fertilization.

Sequential hermaphrodites: Some species (e.g , abalones)
transiton from male to female as they mature.

In Maori mythology. the gender ambiguity of marine life
symbolizes a primordial state before Lhe worid was divided, while
the spiral form of the conch represents solidified chaotic energy
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