
Entwined Origins: Presence

This project begins by retracing my heritage as a Thai-Chinese descendant. I always felt 
like my Chinese roots were there, but only partially, as a third-generation descendant. I 
cannot speak Chinese like my Grandma; I attend Chinese rituals and events but do not 
know the depth of their significance. My roots have faded through distance and time. 

Therefore, this project is about rediscovering and honouring both my Chinese and Thai 
cultures using sophisticated Chinese knot techniques to represent the interweaving 
culture that remains in me. To honour part of my Thainess, I take colour from traditional 
pha-sin textiles and Thai florals. Growing up, I always saw malai (Thai floral garland) 
everywhere, whether they were offered to Buddha, god, or elders as a symbol of respect. 
As the intricate malai resembles a knot with its weave-like quality, it further connotes the 
union of two cultures within me.

In my research journey, I found that both cultures adapted their traditional clothing, 
mimicking aspects of the West whilst keeping only the essence, such as the Chinese 
qipao knot buttons, mandarin collar, and openings. Meanwhile, Thailand still cherishes 
the traditional pha-sin textile from the North. Hence, this collection is about keeping that 
essence alive in presence rather than nostalgia. Retain and reimagined in modern form. 













Look 1 - Entangled Knots Dress









Look 2 - Entwine Knotted Mini Dress







Look 3 - Encircle






