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Introduction

"In multispace we are both the truest expression of ourselves and a single point in an 
incomprehensibly large and constantly growing dataset." (Owen Hopkins)1

Peckham has  a lways  been  v ibrant 
throughout the long course of time, 
with its history dating back to before 
the 1700s. When we hope that more 
people will take notice of and become 
interested in the history of Peckham, a 
stable entity with one single narrative can 
not satisfy us anymore. Stories happened 
in Peckham are always having different 
layers, references, and contexts. Since the 
Information Age, different people connect 
on the Internet, and put their daily lives 
on social media, and the recording of 
Peckham’s history entered a new phase 
of public participation. Cyberspace has 
long integrated into our communities. 
Multispace is the hybrid space the internet 
advent has created. It is the space that 

comes into being through the crossover 
between the physical and the digital 
worlds. In this project, I will show how 
to document and recreate the history of 
Peckham’s heritage within Multispace, 
as well as the benefits and challenges it 
brings.

1. Hopkins, O. (2023) ‘Architects in Multispace’, 
Architectural Design, 93(06), pp. 6-13.



"All multispaces are equally defined by the simultaneity of the physical and the digital" (Owen 
Hopkins)
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A Prequel







The Digital Realm

— Crafting the Virtual Layers of Heritage



part 1
————————————————————————————————

The First Floor

History Comes to Life with LED Narratives

Immersive Visual Zone







Rye Lane, London

Loading...

Data supporting the virtual world



Rye Lane, Created/Photographed in: 

                   1804,                           1905,                   1815,                    1810,                          1815,               1828,            1810 

1. Symonson's Map of Kent, 1596. Reckham is not marked, though Camberwell, Deptford and Lewisham 
can be seen. 2. Rocque's plan of London and Environs, sheet 7 showing srea around Dulwich, Camberwell 
and Peckham, 1741-45 

1596

1741-45



1854

1897

3. Greenwood's (Ruff) Map of London, 1854

4. 25 inch Ordnance Survey map CIII, 1897 edition, Peckham began to develop into a thriving town. 

The collected data is re-cut and reassembled into a series of visualizing histories with subjectivity. 

In the virtual space, we are no longer dealing with a single expanse or uniform chronology, but a multitude of types of space and duration. 

In this context, it is no longer history itself that concerns us, but the direction and expansion of our thought that history guides us toward.



Rye Lane, Photographed in: 

                       1910,                              1905,                                 1930,                                                      1920,                                          

                  Jones & Higgins'                   Baptist Chapel               117~125 Rye Lane, Holdron's Arcade                    135~147 Rye Lane, Holdron's Main Building

5. Map Descriptive of London Poverty, 1898-9. The Streets are Coloured According to the General 
Condition of The Inhabitants. As a shopping destination, Rye Lane was evaluated as "middle class", "well-
to-do".      6. London County Council Bomb Damage Map, sheet 90, 1916 (updated by the LCC to 1940). 
The bombed areas are coloured with synthetic dyes and crayon, in colours which represent categories of 
damage, ranging from black to yellow. 

1898

1916



2024

Rye Lane, 3D Scanner APP, 2024: 

                        Costa Coffee,                Baptist Chapel,          117~125 Rye Lane, Mighty Pound,           135 Rye Lane, Khan's Bargain Ltd,                                          



Commercial space 

1.   Peckham Library Square

2.    Shard’s Terrace

3.    The Greyhound        
     
4.    The Crown

5.    The Old Fire Station 

6.    Best Western Hotel

7.    86 Peckham High Street

8.    88 Peckham High Street 

9.    98-104 Peckham High Street

10.   The Red Bull

11.   Rye Lane Baptist Chapel

12.   The Peckham Multi Storey

13.   Peckham Rye Station

14.   C & A Modes

15.   133 Rye Lane

16.   The Bussey Building

17.   Choumert Square          

Representative 
Peckham’s Heritage
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Distribution of shops 
representing different 
cultures in Peckham

Queens Road Peckham

Peckham Rye

1.   Caribbean (church) 

2.    China (market) 

3.    India          
     
4.    Ghana 

5.    Zimbabwe 

6.    Nigeria 

7.    Pakistan 

8.    Turkey (restaurant) 

9.    Eastern Europe

10.   Vietnam (hair salon & beauty)

11.   Iran

12.   Western Europe

13.   The Philippnes

14.   Mexico

15.   Korea

16.   The Middle East

17.   Senegal

18.   Malaysia

Peckham’s 
Historic 
Centre

7. Premier map of London, An A-Z Publication, 2023. 

8. You can feel firsthand from the map that Peckham is a diverse community ethnically and socio-economically. Rye Lane, as the commercial center of Peckham, is 
highly representative.   



part 2
————————————————————————————————

The Ground Floor

Engaging with Virtual Guides through Augmented Reality

Interactive AR Hub





The Physical Dimension

— Shaping Tangible Experiences of 
Heritage

South section through Peckham Rye Station, 1865
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First impressions of Peckham



Northern 
Nigeria

Caribbean

China

Vietnam

India Bangladesh

Pakistan

Turkey

Eastern 
Europe

Ghana

Zimbabwe

Somalia

Variety of  Cultures and Identities Included in Peckham

Peckham, 
Southwark, 
London, 
UK

Peckham is a district in south-east London, a super-diverse area within the London Borough of Southwark. Immigration and urban diversity transform Peckham. As of 2011, the whole Peckham area had a 
Nigerian-born population of 5,250 people. A traditional London working-class community now coexists with communities that have their origins in the Caribbean, China, India, Ghana, Zimbabwe, Nigeria, 
Somalia, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Turkey, Eastern Europe and Vietnam.

The Statistics for The Ethnic Groups 
in The Peckham Ward According to 
The 2011 Census

Black/African/Caribbean  50.4%

Asian  9.1%

Mixed/multiple ethnic groups  7.1%

Other ethnic group  4.3%

White  29.2%



Peckham, London 

Peckham Rye Station

Commercial Space

Green space 
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The Old Waiting Room
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1. entrance
2. reception
3. staircase area
4. data collection and interaction area
5. LED panel
6. elevator

Ground Floor Plan Second Floor Plan
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